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Santa’s CastleSanta’s Castle
Saturday, December 7th
10 AM-12 PM

Setup for Santa’s Castle will be on
Thursday and Friday starting at 9AM
(Please call Extension Office
beforehand to make sure setup is
still taking place)

If able to help on Saturday, please
arrive by 9:30 AM

Homemakers



2024

Return GIFTS back
to Owen County
Extension Office
by December 16th

at 9AM

Questions?

Call Owen County

Extension Office

(502) 484-5703

Return giftsunwrapped
*wrappingsupplies areappreciated

Pick an ANGELornament(s) atthe Owen CountyExtension Office

OWEN COUNTY
ANGEL TREEOWEN COUNTY
ANGEL TREE
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COOKING WITH KIDS
Pancake Art

1 1/2 cups whole-
wheat flour
2 tablespoons light
brown sugar
2 teaspoons baking
powder
1 1/2 cups skim milk
1 large egg
1 teaspoon vanilla
2 mashed bananas
cooking spray

In a large bowl, whisk together the flour,
brown sugar, and baking powder

1.

Make a well in the center of the dry
ingredients.  Add milk, egg, and vanilla.
Whisk the liquid ingredients.  

2.

Incorporate the dry ingredients until well
combined.  Fold in mashed bananas.

3.

Heat a large skillet over medium heat.4.
Spray pan with cooking spray.  Ladle 1/4
cup of pancake batter onto heat skillet.

5.

Cook until batter starts to bubble at the
top and the bottom is evenly browned.  Flip
and continue cooking until lightly browned.

6.

Serve with maple syrup of fruit, if desired.7.
Garnish with assorted fruit to create fun
faces, if desired.

8.

Store leftovers in the refrigerator.  Reheat
in the toaster or microwave.

9.

Makes 8 servings
Serving size: 1 pancake
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The colorful plants you enjoy during the holidays can linger beyond the season. If you care for them, they may become a welcome

addition to your houseplant collection.

Traditional Christmas plants, such as poinsettia, holiday cactus, Christmas pepper, kalanchoe, Jerusalem cherry or cyclamen, require a

bright, sunny location in the home. Regular thorough watering whenever the soil is dry is also very important. A sunny location and

regular watering are enough for these plants throughout December, but they will need more specialized care if you plan for them flower

again next year.

In January, decide whether to keep or discard your holiday plants. That decision is easy for Christmas pepper, Jerusalem cherry and

chrysanthemum because they will not flower again in the home environment.

Holiday cactus, kalanchoe, or cyclamen can remain colorful through February with proper care. You may even keep them as

houseplants after February if you provide the correct conditions. Holiday cacti are relatively easy to grow while kalanchoes and

cyclamen are more difficult. While poinsettias may continue growing, they are difficult to bring into flower for the next holiday season

and are best discarded.

The major difference you’ll see in your holiday plant after a year will be its size. If you are successful, you may have plants with 40 to 50

flowers from the same plant that had only six to eight flowers the previous year. Holiday cacti with many flowers will be two to five

times as large next year. Kalanchoe will also increase in size while cyclamen tend to stay compact.

For this season’s poinsettias, choose plants with small, tightly clustered yellow buds in the center of the colorful leaf-like bracts

commonly referred to as the flowers. Look for crisp, undamaged foliage. Water the plant when it feels dry and discard excess water in

the saucer under the plant. Place the plant in a bright, naturally lit location with some direct sunlight. Keep the plant out of drafty areas

and away from heat-producing appliances. After a few weeks, apply houseplant fertilizer according to the label directions. The colorful

bracts may stay nice into January and February.

If you’re wanting to make your poinsettia last, remove the faded flowers, bracts and dry leaves around St. Patrick’s Day. Add more soil

if the level in the pot seems low and fertilize again. Move the plant to the brightest window in your house; full sun is fine if you gradually

allow the plant to adjust to higher light.

Around Mother’s Day, your plant could be approaching three feet tall. Trim two to six inches off the branches to promote side

branching. Repot in a larger container and move the plant outside to a location that receives full sun for at least six hours daily. Again,

gradually introduce the plant to full sun and start in a shady area. Over a few weeks, gradually move the plant to higher light conditions.

Fertilize the plant again in June. Trim your poinsettia again around July 4 and slightly increase the amount of fertilizer. Fertilize weekly

August through September.

By Labor Day, the plant could be 3-5 feet tall. Prune it to a height of 18-24 inches. This will be your last chance to reduce the height.

Around the first day of fall, Sept. 22, selectively remove the smallest new branches so that only 10-25 stems remain to produce

flowers. This is also the time to move the plant indoors. The plant will need about 14 hours of uninterrupted darkness and 10 hours of

bright sunlight daily. For example, place the plant in a light-free closet or under a box at 6 p.m. each evening and return it to the sunny

window at 8 a.m. You can also place the plant in a little used south facing room, and do not turn the lights on from 6 p.m. to 8 a.m. daily.

Any day you forget and accidently turn the lights on will cause a delay in flowering.

Continue to water and apply fertilizer about every two weeks. Rotate the plant each day to give all sides even light. If the window does

not get direct sun, you can supplement the daytime light with fluorescent or LED lights, but turn them off by 6 p.m.

Around Halloween, stop the day/night, light/dark treatment and keep the plant in a sunny area. Reduce fertilizer applications. The plant

can remain in its usual full sun location as the upper leaves (bracts) turn red, pink or white. During November and December, fertilize

every three weeks and water regularly. Next Christmas enjoy your beautiful "new" poinsettia.

For information about extending other holiday plants, visit

https://www.uky.edu/hort/sites/www.uky.edu.hort/files/documents/christmasflowers.pdf.  

For more information on horticulture topics, contact Owen County Extension Office.

Rick Durham, extension professor, Department of Horticulture 

WITH CARE SOME HOLIDAY PLANTS CAN
BRIGHTEN YOUR HOME THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

WITH CARE SOME HOLIDAY PLANTS CAN
BRIGHTEN YOUR HOME THROUGHOUT THE YEAR
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NAME: _________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________________________

PHONE:     (_______) _________ - ________________                         

EMAIL:  _________________________________________ @ _____________________ . ______________       

I would like to sit near (not guaranteed but we will try our best): ______________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Dietary needs (please be specific if any allergies) _________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Please indicate the table size that you are requesting:
________1/2 table ($30 each)
________full table ($55 each)
________Sorry, I am unable to attend but would like to make a donation toward the Owen County Senior
Citizens.  If donating, please make a check payable to the organization directly and we will be sure they get it.

Please complete the
registration form

below. 
Submit registration

form to club leader of
Memory Makers, Dawn

Davis.

  Checks should be
made to the Memory
Maker Homemakers. 

Mail registration and
checks to:

Dawn Davis
PO Box #2

New Liberty, KY 40355
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Monday,
January 13th

6PM
Owen County

Extension

4-H SEWING4-H SEWING
orientationorientation

4-H Sewing

January 13th, 14th
January 20th, 21st
January 27th, 28th

February 3rd, 4th
February 10th, 11th

February 17th
(9AM-4PM)

February 24th, 25thExtension Office 
3:00-6:00 PM
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Homemaker Council Meeting

Wednesday, February 19th 

 1 PM~ ~
Owen County Extension Office

A message from...
 Cotton Club

We had a great meeting this month with so many show and
tells , you just need to come and see them to appreciate all
the work that is being done! Paula Offutt presented a demo
on making 3D pinwheel pillows out of your scraps and
donated a dozen pillows to Santa’s Castle. Thank you Paula!

We are gearing up for 2025, our fabric is in , patterns are ready and the
mystery will start in January! This will be a great way to use up those scraps
you have lying around and the background fabric that we will provide will go
with “everything “.

On December 10, at 6:00 pm will be our Christmas party, so mark your
calendars and plan to join the fun that evening. There will be games, prizes
and food. We ask you to bring a finger food, and a “Dirty Santa” gift to
exchange if you want to participate in a very “naughty “ game.

Hope to see you there!

Renewal of 
   HOMEMAKER 
      Membership for 2025

Renewal of 
   HOMEMAKER 
      Membership for 2025
Homemaker Membership Dues

Membership dues have been
extended to Monday, December
2nd.  New memberships and
renewals are $10.  Please make
checks payable to Owen County
Extension Homemakers
Association.  Mail memberships
to 265 Ellis Road, Owenton, KY
40359 along with the completed
registration form as shown for
2025 membership.

Homemaker Membership Dues

Membership dues have been
extended to Monday, December
2nd.  New memberships and
renewals are $10.  Please make
checks payable to Owen County
Extension Homemakers
Association.  Mail memberships
to 265 Ellis Road, Owenton, KY
40359 along with the completed
registration form as shown for
2025 membership.

HOMEMAKER BOOK OF THE MONTH
All  My Knotted-Up Life: A Memoir by Beth  Moore (2023)

New York Times best-selling author, speaker, visionary, and founder of Living
Proof Ministries Beth Moore has devoted her whole life to helping women across
the globe come to know the transforming power of Jesus.  An established writer of
many acclaimed books and Bible studies for women on spiritual growth and
personal development.  Beth now unveils her own story in a much anticipated
debut memoir.

This book is available at the Owen County Public Library!

4-H SEWING meeting dates4-H SEWING meeting dates

Volunteer with 4-HVolunteer with 4-H  
As we approach the new year, 4-H is gearing up for another exciting
program year with 4-H sewing starting in January!!  We are looking
for dedicated volunteers to help make this year a success for all the
new and returning members.  If you are able and willing to help,
please reach out to the Extension Office or contact Julie Donahue,
the 4-H sewing club leader.  Below you will find the orientation date
and regular club meetings that begin a 3 PM and end at 6 PM on
Mondays and Tuesdays during the months of January and February.

Share club and class topics,
details, and supplies needed by

submitting an email to
owen.ext@uky.edu 

  Please send two weeks in
advance to allow planning.

County Extension
Council Meeting

Thursday, January 16th

6PM

Owen County
Extension Office

~ ~



1 6 7

SUNDAY MONDAY

118 9 10 12 13 14

1815 16 17 19 20 21

2522 23 24 26 27 28

129 30 31 2 3 4

WEDNESDAYTUESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Sweet Owen
Sweet Owen Store

11AM

Cotton Club
Extension Office

6 PM
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SEW ALL DAY
Extension Office

9 AM

Sew & Go
Extension Office

11 AM

2 3 4 5

Santa’s Castle
Setup

Extension Office
9 AM

Santa’s Castle
Setup

Extension Office
9 AM

Santa’s Castle 
Extension Office

10 AM

Pleasant Home
Extension Office

11AM

4-H Country Ham
Dinner

Fundraiser
Extension Office

5 PM

Angel Tree
Ornaments Due
Extension Office

 9 AM



Owen County Extension Office
265 Ellis Road
Owenton, KY 40359

Directions:

 Preheat oven to 350° F.1.
Combine all ingredients in a large bowl.2.
Stir with spoon until well mixed.3.
Prepare a 9x13 pan by spraying inside lightly with cooking spray.4.
Spread butter evenly in prepared pan.5.
Bake at 350° F for 35-40 minutes or until toothpick inserted in
center comes out clean.

6.

*Can be topped with fresh fruits, berries, or powdered sugar.

Simply Saucy Bars
Ingredients: 

1 cup brown sugar
2 cups self-rising flour
1 tablespoon ground cinnamon
1 cup raisins
1/2 cup canola oil
1 cup unsweetened applesauce
1/2 cup chopped nuts (optional)

Agriculture & Natural Resources Agent

Kendal Bowman


